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passed that have made a real difference 
in people’s lives. When I am home, I 
often hear about the positive impact of 
our work, the role our office has played 
in the district, the difference our ef-
forts have made in individual lives. 

I am proud of the progress we have 
made as a country, but we need to keep 
this momentum going. As we all know, 
cooperation and progress is not always 
easy, but it is what we are sent here to 
do and it is what we must do, regard-
less of partisanship. We are here, each 
one, because we believe in the role of 
government to make the lives of every-
day Americans better, and that has 
been my guiding light both as a Mem-
ber of Congress and as a nurse before. 

As I have said, I may be retiring, but 
I do not want to consider myself re-
tired. I prefer to say I am graduating 
to continue working locally on issues 
that have defined my time in Congress. 

Our work is cut out for us, but I am 
deeply optimistic about what the fu-
ture holds. I trust that the next Con-
gress will hold healthy debates about 
how to build a better country for our 
children. I urge my colleagues to re-
member that, even during the most 
trying times, as my husband Walter 
often said: There is much more that 
unites us as a people than that which 
divides us. 

Now I want to take one last oppor-
tunity to thank my staff, the people 
who have become family to me both 
here in D.C. and in the district. And I 
want to thank you, my colleagues, for 
your camaraderie, your hard work, and 
the friendship that has lasted over 18 
years. It has meant the world to me. 

And finally, thank you. Thank you, 
truly, to the people of the central coast 
for trusting me as your Representative, 
for inspiring me every single day with 
your passion and your dedication for 
our Nation and for California’s 24th 
District. You make our community a 
place in which I have been proud to 
raise my children and my grand-
children now, one I am proud to call 
home. 

f 

8-YEAR ASSAULT ON AMERICA’S 
COAL INDUSTRY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FLEISCHMANN). The Chair recognizes 
the gentleman from Kentucky (Mr. 
BARR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to mark the end of a long, harsh, par-
tisan, politicized campaign, unprece-
dented in American history. I am not 
talking about the recent election. No. 
We are finally at the end of the Obama 
administration’s 8-year assault on Ken-
tucky’s and America’s coal industry. 

In two terms, President Obama’s 
policies have successfully put thou-
sands of coal miners and utility work-
ers into the unemployment line. In 
2008, then-candidate Obama pledged 
that any company looking to build a 
coal-powered electric plant would be 
bankrupted. The combined regulations 
of the EPA, the Army Corps of Engi-

neers, the Office of Surface Mining 
Reclamation and Enforcement, and 
several other bureaucracies have 
turned that pledge into a reality, chok-
ing off investment in new state-of-the- 
art, clean-burning, coal-fired electric 
generation; and it led to the premature 
closing of existing plants. 

If we continue on this path, the other 
promise made by candidate Obama will 
also come to pass: electricity rates will 
necessarily skyrocket. And that would 
be a disaster for consumers, for whom 
energy prices are often the second or 
third largest line item in the family 
budget. 

I also think about industrial con-
sumers and the many manufacturers in 
my district and around the Nation who 
depend on affordable, reliable energy 
that will face skyrocketing costs if we 
fail to act and reverse these adminis-
tration policies. However, it is a new 
day; and voters—particularly in the 
Rust Belt and Appalachia—turned out 
in November to close the book on this 
legacy of job-killing regulation and to 
seek a new path forward. 

President Obama said that elections 
have consequences, and this is true; 
but his administration ignored every 
electoral outcome since 2010, doubling 
down on failed policies while the Amer-
ican people called for a different ap-
proach. 

The inverse is also true: con-
sequences drive elections. The con-
sequences of the Obama administra-
tion’s unilateral decisions decided last 
November’s election, and no place in 
this country felt those consequences as 
acutely as coal country. 

National coal production is at its 
lowest level in 35 years. Pike County, 
the long leading coal producer in Ken-
tucky, until losing that title in 2012, is 
down 89 percent since its peak in 1996. 
Nationwide, consumption of coal has 
dropped nearly a third since 2007. 

In Kentucky, coal employment hit 
its lowest level in 118 years. To repeat, 
coal employment in Kentucky is now 
at its lowest level since 1898. In 2009, 
18,850 people were employed by coal. 
About 73,000 jobs were indirectly sup-
ported by that economic activity. 
Today, only about 6,500 Kentuckians 
now work in the coalfields, and those 
losses have rippled throughout the 
economy. Yet this is the legacy that 
this administration will earn as it 
leaves office. 

Never in the history of our country 
has an administration singled out and 
targeted a lawful industry—in this 
case, an industry that has provided 
jobs and opportunities for American 
workers for generations, an industry 
that has literally powered America, 
and, through that overregulation, 
crushed an entire sector of our econ-
omy. 

Now, Obama administration apolo-
gists will say that depletion in Appa-
lachian coalfields and new competition 
from natural gas are the primary fac-
tors in those job losses, but they don’t 
give the regulators enough credit. The 

turnaround in natural gas production 
on State and private lands has been 
dramatic, to be sure, but relative price 
parity with coal does not explain two- 
thirds of mining jobs in Kentucky dis-
appearing in 7 years. 

The administration has targeted coal 
supply and demand, prohibiting pro-
duction leases, rejecting mining permit 
applications, stretching the Clean Air 
and Clean Water Acts against congres-
sional intent, prohibiting new and ex-
isting plants from using coal—the list 
goes on and on. 

Many of these rules have been halted 
or overturned by the courts, and sev-
eral more remain subject to challenge 
by the States and industry; but since 
the President could not get Congress’ 
support for his agenda of banning the 
production and use of coal, most of 
these regulations can be unwound by 
the courts or the next administration. 

I urge the incoming Trump adminis-
tration to do just that and to engage 
with Congress in a bipartisan fashion 
on our Nation’s energy and environ-
mental policies. The livelihoods of peo-
ple in the coalfields, of those working 
in the manufacturing and rail indus-
tries, of families trying to keep their 
homes warm and their lights on must 
never again be the collateral damage in 
partisan warfare. 

I must address the issue of climate 
change. Let the last 8 years serve as a 
lesson to all of us. Let’s never again at-
tempt to solve problems through cen-
tral planning by punishing innocent 
Americans whose paychecks put food 
on their table. Instead, let’s address 
problems like climate change the 
American way: not through central 
planning or government, but through 
innovation, science, technology. 

While it will be a tough road back for 
coal country and it may never be the 
same after 8 years of regulatory at-
tack, I do look forward to a new day 
dawning in the coalfields. 

f 

ROBERT LEVINSON STILL MISSING 
IN IRAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, the holi-
day season is upon us. We are getting 
ready to head home to spend time with 
family and friends, yet I rise today 
with a heavy heart. 

For the family of my constituent 
Robert Levinson of Coral Springs, Flor-
ida, these weeks are a painful reminder 
of another Thanksgiving, another 
Christmas—their 10th, in fact—without 
their father, grandfather, and husband. 

f 

b 1100 
Bob has been missing in Iran for 3,561 

days. He disappeared from Kish Island, 
Iran, on March 9, 2007. Late that year, 
Bob’s wife, Christine, and his oldest 
son Dan traveled to Iran to learn as 
much as they could about his where-
abouts. 

It was a brutal 3-year wait for the 
first proof of life, a video of Bob 
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dressed in an orange jumpsuit, pleading 
for help. A year later, in 2011, another 
proof of life, pictures of Bob, his beard 
long, his face thin, his gregarious smile 
gone, a shadow of the exuberant family 
man in this photograph. 

In March, marking the ninth anni-
versary of Bob’s disappearance, south 
Florida came together in support of 
Bob’s return with a rally. Each of Bob’s 
children spoke so beautifully about the 
special relationship that they share 
with their father, his commitment to 
his family, his words of wisdom, his 
ability to touch the lives of everyone 
that he meets. 

Bob Levinson served this country for 
nearly 30 years, first as a DEA agent, 
and then as an FBI agent. He is the def-
inition of a patriot. He loves this coun-
try. He dedicated his life to public 
service. Now we must do whatever we 
can to bring Bob home; home to Chris-
tine, his wife of over 40 years; home to 
his daughters Susan, Stephanie, Sarah, 
and Samantha; home to his three sons, 
Dan, David, and Doug, and son-in-law 
Randy; home to meet, for the first 
time, the newest members of his grow-
ing family, his sons-in-law and daugh-
ter-in-law, Ralph, Ryan, and Sophia, 
and his six beautiful grandchildren, 
Ryan, Grace, Caroline, Harry, Sean, 
and Bobby; home in time for the birth 
of two new grandchildren; and home in 
time to hold 2-year-old Bobby as he be-
gins treatment for lymphoma. 

Bobby was named after Grandpa Bob. 
Bob’s daughter Susan said: I always 
wanted to name my son after my dad 
not because he has been taken, but be-
cause growing up I always knew how 
special my dad is. 

The family needs Bob home. We can’t 
wait any longer. Whether you support 
engagement with Iran or not doesn’t 
matter. The fact is, for the first time 
since Bob went missing, the United 
States Government sits directly across 
the table from their Iranian counter-
parts. 

The future of our relationship with 
Iran is uncertain. That is why we can’t 
wait. The Iranians have spent the last 
2 years seeking acceptance from the 
international community, but to be 
treated as a responsible nation, they 
must act as a responsible nation. After 
Iran released other Americans this 
year, the U.S. Government announced 
Iran’s commitment to use newly estab-
lished channels to move us closer to 
Bob’s return, but, 11 months later, Iran 
has not fulfilled that commitment. 

Our allies are looking to invest in 
Iran. U.S. businesses are seeking new 
economic opportunities, and Iran is 
seeking to change its standing in the 
world. I am not here today to debate 
U.S. policy. I am only here to remind 
Iran and to remind the world that an 
American is still not home. 

I am grateful to this Congress for the 
unanimous passage of a resolution ear-
lier this year calling on the Govern-
ment of Iran to find Bob and bring him 
home and for the deep, deep support so 
many of my colleagues have offered the 

Levinson family. I don’t want to have 
to introduce that legislation again 
next year. I don’t want to come back to 
the House floor in 2017 to plead for 
Bob’s return. This is the moment for 
action. This is the time to bring Bob 
home. 

When the Levinson children were 
growing up, they would pile into the 
family Suburban before Christmas in 
search of the best holiday decoration 
displays. The kids would sit back sing-
ing Christmas songs, and Bob would 
hold Christine’s hand while he drove. 
Even though the family has grown too 
large to fit in one Suburban now, Bob 
and his family deserve to see the lights 
together this year. They deserve to 
sing together. This must be the last 
season that Bob spends away from his 
family. 

f 

CELEBRATING 60TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC 
CHURCH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Kansas (Mr. HUELSKAMP) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HUELSKAMP. Mr. Speaker, this 
year my parish, Holy Cross Catholic 
Church in Hutchinson, Kansas, is cele-
brating its 60th anniversary. Sixty 
years ago, then-Bishop of Wichita, 
Most Reverend Mark K. Carroll, pro-
claimed Holy Cross Parish to be the 
third parish in Hutchinson. On June 23, 
1957, the church celebrated their first 
mass in a 4–H building. 

Holy Cross Parish has come a long 
way from that first mass held on the 
Kansas State Fairgrounds. Now a beau-
tiful church adorned with holy images, 
the parish serves Christ’s people from 
the moment they are born with the 
Sacrament of Baptism, to feeding them 
with the Word of God and the Holy Eu-
charist, to couples exchanging mar-
riage vows, to those seeking forgive-
ness in the confessional, and, finally, 
to when we prepare to meet our Lord 
at the end of our earthly lives. At each 
milestone of a Catholic’s life, Holy 
Cross Catholic Church is there to guide 
us toward the truth: to know, love, and 
serve the Lord in this life so as to be 
with Him in the next. 

The work of the Holy Cross commu-
nity certainly extends outside the 
church walls. The parish is present in 
the community, serving meals to the 
needy, visiting inmates in prison, 
working to save the lives of the pre-
cious unborn children, and comforting 
those who grieve. 

Additionally, education has always 
been a high priority for the Holy Cross 
Parish. Hundreds upon hundreds of 
boys and girls, young men and women, 
have received a superb Catholic edu-
cation at Holy Cross Catholic School 
and Trinity Catholic High School. 
Dedicated teachers, administrators, 
coaches, committed families, holy 
priests and nuns, and supportive pa-
rishioners have worked together to pre-
pare each of these students to serve as 
Christ’s light to the world. The fami-

lies that make up Holy Cross Catholic 
Church are a living example of individ-
uals who live out their faith in their 
work and their daily lives. 

Our country was founded on Judeo- 
Christian principles. The First Amend-
ment guarantees the freedom of reli-
gion, freedom of speech, and freedom of 
conscience. It is my sincere hope that, 
as America moves forward, our leaders 
will place the issue of religious liberty 
at the forefront of their political and 
legislative agendas. 

On this 60th anniversary of Holy 
Cross Catholic Church, it is my prayer 
that the parish will continue to grow 
and thrive, welcome new members, and 
share the Gospel with the world. 

f 

THE WAR ON SCIENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCNERNEY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to discuss the growing 
antiscience attitude in Washington. 
This attitude has manifested itself 
even on the cover of the respected Na-
tional Geographic magazine, titled 
‘‘The War on Science.’’ The war on 
science is being conducted in two ways. 
First, by rejecting or trying to dis-
credit legitimate science. Second, by 
reducing Federal science funding. 

Skepticism of science is hardly new 
and is sometimes well founded, but 
what is happening today is different 
and is part of a trend in the United 
States to discount or disbelieve experts 
in any field. I hear from scientists who 
are very worried that the quality and 
quantity of science produced in this 
country will decline as a result. 

American inventors and innovators 
have improved our lives and have given 
our country an economic edge, helping 
make us the strongest country in the 
world. Let me share a partial list of 
revolutionary achievements by Amer-
ican scientists: airplanes, phonographs, 
practical incandescent lamps, wireless 
communications, microwave ovens, la-
sers, personal computers, washing ma-
chines, cyclotrons, 3D printing ma-
chines, polio vaccinations, the nuclear 
bomb, light-emitting diodes or LEDs, 
fiber optic cables, mobile telephones, 
computer mouse, public key cryptog-
raphy, global positioning systems or 
GPS, and social media. 

Now let’s recall an earlier battle 
against science that used the discredit 
tactic; namely, the tobacco companies’ 
effort to dispute the science that smok-
ing is addictive and causes deadly dis-
eases. The tobacco industry tried to 
both discredit and threaten the sci-
entists who were advancing the facts, 
and funded questionable scientists to 
create doubts about the actual sci-
entific results. The tactic worked for a 
time while tobacco producers were able 
to continually hook millions of new 
people on their dangerous product. 
Eventually the science won out, but 
the cost was terrible. 
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